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Mortgage Free
Homeowner Spotlight: Sallie & Leon

Sallie and Leon began their Habitat journey in 1996. Married for 39 years,
they have 5 children who grew up in the home with them and now have
plenty of grandchildren that visit. Sallie and Leon have successfully paid
off their mortgage and have made the home their own. Sallie enjoys
cooking, painting, and decorating, while Leon enjoys doing the yard work
in his spare time.

When did you decide to get a Habitat House?

I was babysitting a little boy and his mother had mentioned to us the Habitat
program. She gave me the number and I called Habitat. Our living conditions
were not good and we were paying too much for rent. After an inspection of
our current living situation we qualified for the program.

How does it feel paying off your mortgage!?

Oh my god! I still have the video from when we signed off for the deed to our
house and re-shared the video on Facebook last week from back in 2017. All I
can say is thank you it feels so good! It just feels so good I don't know where the
21 years went but it went by fast! I just couldn't wait to get the paper in my
hand.

How has owning a Habitat home changed you and your families lives?
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In so many ways! The change is unbelievable just knowing that this is my house
is fulfilling. I don't mind being the landlord, I don't mind if things break, I don't
mind fixing it. It is my own. It has brought so much joy to our lives. I still have all
of my kids hand prints on the wall outside.

Do you have any tips/advice you can give to other homeowners trying to
pay off their mortgage?

I would tell them if you can, pay a little more, and pay it on time, the more you pay
the lower it goes. I paid mine off in 21 years.
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What are some things you did to your home to make it your own?

I don't know how many times I have
painted these walls but when Leon would
come home he would be like "you painted
again!?" As soon as he hits that door I start
painting. I like putting my own stamp on
stuff. We tore down walls and changed the
yard by removing some trees and adding a
wall. I planted everything you see out in the
backyard. I often go to yard sales or
Goodwill and bring it home and spray paint
it and make it my own.

Do you have any plans now that your
mortgage is paid off?

No plans just living it up, hopefully we will
be going to Hawaii soon!

EVENTS

Fun Free Events..
Fan Fest Experience

Midlands Kids Fest & Summer Camp Fair
WHEN: Saturday, March 02, 2019
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Jamil Temple
206 Jamil Rd, Columbia, SC

WHEN: Thursday, March 21, 2019 & Friday,
March 22, 2019
Thursday 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Friday 11:00 am - 9:00 pm
1101 Lincoln Street, Columbia, SC

The Kids Fest features over 70 local businesses
and resources focusing on education, health &
wellness, summer camps, safety, special needs,
child care, entertainment, and other important
family-related topics.
Kids can enjoy free bounce houses, face painting,
photo booth, community stage, character meet &
greets, laser tag, balloon animals, crafts, and much
more. For more information, contact
info@sunshinefamilyexpos.com.

Hosted by the Columbia Metropolitan
Convention Center offering food,
beverages, games, and competition for fans
of all eight teams as well as locals looking
to get in on the action.

Soda City Yard Sale
WHEN: Saturday April 28, 2019
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

1300-1500 Main St, Columbia, SC
Browse vendors tables for items to buy and
showcase in your home.

One on One Interview Practice
Richland Library
WHEN: Wednesday March 6, 2019

10:00 am - 12: 00 pm
Individual interview sessions are conducted on a firstcome, first-served basis. Groups by appointment only.

..More Activities!

Richland Library Farmers Market
WHEN: Wednesdays

Columbia Canal & Riverfront Park

9:30 am - 1:00 pm
1431 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC

WHERE: 312 Laurel St, Columbia, SC

FREE ADMISSION

Purchase fresh produce, local honey, grab
free recipe cards and enjoy this indoor
innovative farmers market experience at
Richland Library.

Congaree National Park

WHERE: 100 National Park Road, Hopkins, SC

FREE ADMISSION

Soda City Market

WHERE: 1300-1500 Main St, Columbia, SC
Every Saturday from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

FREE ADMISSION

South Carolina State Museum
WHERE: 301 Gervais St, Columbia, SC
The first Sunday of every month
general admission is only $1! Guests can explore four
floors of permanent and changing exhibits. Planetarium
and 4D Theater shows are an additional price.

A world where everyone has a decent place to
live.
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HOME REPAIR HIGHLIGHTS
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Spring/Summer Energy
Saving Tips
Set your thermostat as high as comfortably
possible in the summer. The smaller the
difference between the indoor and outdoor
temperatures, the lower your overall
cooling bill will be.

Keep your house warmer than normal
when you are away.

If you use air conditioning, a ceiling fan
will allow you to raise the thermostat
setting about 4°F with no reduction in
comfort.

Turn off ceiling fans when you leave the
room. Remember that fans cool people,
not rooms, by creating a wind chill effect.

Minimize activities that generate a lot of heat, such
as running a computer, burning open flames,
running a dishwasher, and using hot devices such
as curling irons or hair dryers. Even stereos and
televisions will add some heat to your home.

Seal cracks and openings to prevent warm
air from leaking into your home.

Friendly Reminders
Pets:

-If you leave your dog in the yard while you are not
home make sure your dog has each essential:
shelter (from either hot OR cold OR rain, etc) and water
(in a container that cannot be knocked over).
-When walking your dog be sure to leash it.

YARD OF
THE QUARTER

Warm Weather:

-With the upcoming warmer months don't forget to continue
to manage household garbage, recyclables, yard waste, bulk
items, and where to take certain items for disposal or

recycling.

Parking:

-No part of your vehicle may be parked in a Tree Zone.
-You must clear a driveway by 5 feet on either side of the driveway.

-No part of your vehicle may be parked on a sidewalk.
-You must clear a fire hydrant by 15 feet on either side of the fire

hydrant.
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Send your
nominations with a pic
and small bio to be
featured next
newsletter. Send to:
JCarlo@email.sc.edu
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Donate
Families who partner with us
build their own homes alongside
volunteers, pay an affordable
mortgage, and are grateful for
your help.

Don't Forget!
The Habitat ReStore offers a 10% discount to ALL Habitat homeowners!
Existing homeowners and sweat equity families can take advantage of
this discount by shopping for great items and deals at the Restore. To
receive the discount have your photo ID with Habitat home address
showing. If you have further questions please call the ReStore:
803-936-0088.

Every helping hand
makes a difference!

Have
feedback/suggestions!?
Email:
JCarlo@email.sc.edu

Visit
https://habitatcsc.volunteermatrix.com
for volunteer opportunities at build
sites, restore, and youth events.

RESTORE
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